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Pyramid’s History in Brief

Pyramid was founded in 1967
by the late Thomas R. Smith
and his son Thomas R. Smith,
Jr. Tom Sr. was nearing the
end of a long and
illustrious career at
the Maytag Company
where he was instru-
mental as Director of
Research and Devel-
opment in establish-
ing the company as
one of most quality
oriented manufac-
turers of our time. He had
worked long and hard to
make sure the Maytag repair-
man remained lonely.

The two Toms’ elected to
establish a business to pro-
vide drive belts manufactured
from a newly created plastic
called polyurethane. This ma-
terial had recently been devel-
oped in Europe and was find-
ing uses in applications in the
USA as well as other coun-
tries. Manufacturing belts,
of any plastic, however, was
completely unique. Prior to
this time drive belts had been
made from leather , rubber or

Thomas R. Smith 1909-2001

heavy cloth. Polyurethane
had attributes which were
perfect for belts in abrasive
situations. While unrein-
forced polyurethane
was not suitable for
heavy torque loads
it performed better
than any other
known material for
low and fractional
horsepower applica-
tions and our foun-
ders were quick to
realize this. In addition the
belts could be stretched onto
an application eliminating the
need for tensioning devises
and adjustable centers.

Since it's establishment 35
years ago our company’s
goals have been to manufac-
ture products that would be
remembered for their unques-
tionably high quality and to
provide service that was ex-
ceptional.

In the early days Pyramid
not only produced drive belts
but also injection molded
small polyurethane compo-
nents for the agricultural and

Have you visited our web site?

Pyramid’s web site www.
pyramidbelts.com is just brim-
ming over with information
and tools which we think can
be of value to you. Informa-
tion such as an explanation of
the technique we use to cre-
ate welded belts, a discussion
comparing welded belts with

molded belts, application
guidelines and data sheets on
our varied Pyrathane materi-
als. Size charts, stretch rec-
ommendations and physical
property data is also pre-
sented. Application assis-
tance with round belts, flat
belts and connectable belts is

other industries. After many
year we decided to concen-
trate all of our efforts on belt
making and the molding busi-
ness was sold.

While many changes have
taken place in our organiza-
tion , such as automation of
many facets of belt produc-
tion, we still hold to those
original goals. In our organi-
zation we stress Quality every
day. We continue to purchase
the very best in raw materials
and to employ skilled people
steeped in the quality tradi-
tion of our community while
we expend every effort in
meeting all deadlines.

| guess some things haven’t
changed all that much.

included as well as informa-
tion regarding round and flat
extrudate. You will also find a
belt length calculator and belt
tension calculators which are
very helpful tools.

Check us out ... and let us
know if there’s something you
would like to see added.
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“Pyramid stands firmly
behind any product it

offers”

Members of the Pyramid Team

Lee Swenson

Executive Vice President and
General Manager

Lee joined Pyramid Inc. in
August of 1976 and cele-
brated his twenty fifth anni-
versary with us last year.

Prior to his joining the Pyra-
mid team he had been, for a
number of years, a math sci-

Warranty News

As with almost any manu-
facturing process occasionally
less than perfect parts can be
produced. While we work very
hard to prevent these things
from occurring at Pyramid our
best efforts sometimes are
not quite enough. We would
like to be perfect but we are
not quite there yet. And on
rare occasions these less
than perfect parts might even
escape our stringent inspec-
tions and reach a customer.

Tidbits

Pyramid’s name , which has
nothing to do with what we
manufacture or the schemes
we all try to avoid, came from
the telephone prefix used in
our community way back
when there were operators to
direct your calls.

While Pyramid’s first home
was a rented garage we have
occupied our own building

ence teacher in our local
school system.

Lee’s expertise and knowl-
edge of the belt manufactur-
ing business has grown tre-
mendously in these many
years. He oversees and is
responsible for all of the
manufacturing processes as
well as our human resources.

As is the case in most small
companies we all wear many
hats at Pyramid and Lee is no
exception. On any given day
you may find him assisting a
customer with engineering
questions, taking an order
from another customer, order-
ing a component for our pro-
duction equipment, dealing
with a personnel issue or as-
sisting in the production of a

Pyramid’s policy has always
been quite simple ... to re-
place any belts or cord that
are found to have a manufac-
turing defect.

We have formalized this
policy and can now make it
available to any of our cus-
tomers that would like to
know exactly what our policy
might be.

We work hard to limit the
need for this information but
we feel it assures you, our

since 1972 which has grown
to 17,000 sq ft entirely de-
voted to belt manufacturing.

Our employees have com-
bined belt making experience
of exceeding 300 years and
still counting.

Over the years Pyrathane
products have been exported
worldwide to 35 countries.

rush order that must go out.

During Lee’s more than 25
years with our team he and
his wife Judy have raised two
children, Kirk who resides in
San Francisco and Anne who
calls Reno her home. Anne
has followed in her parents
footsteps and is also an edu-
cator. Lee has devoted many
years to the community as a
member of our local school
board in an effort to continue
his lifelong desire to provide
quality educational opportuni-
ties for young people.

Say hello to Lee the next
time you contact us. He’ll be
happy to assist you with any
of your needs.

valued customer, that Pyra-
mid stands firmly behind any
product it offers.

Please let us know if you
would like a copy of our war-
ranty for your files.

If you know of someone in
your organization or an asso-
ciate who might enjoy this
newsletter please let us know
and we will be happy to for-
ward a copy to them.

We know you are busy and
will not bother you with fre-
quent newsletters of little im-
portance. Belting Briefs will
be published when there is
news to share.




“This kit includes

everything needed to
create an endless

polyurethane belt “

Built to be a

You may have seen Pyra-
mid’s advertisements
which are regularly
placed in nationally
known industrial and de-
sign publications. One ad
in particular has a head-
line that suggests “if you
use “O’rings as drive
belts try the Pyrathane
Power Transmission Belt
... Built to be a Belt”.

This ad is directed at
those of us whose use
the term“O’rings as if
it were interchange-
able with “drive belts”.

We believe there should be
a distinction made. “O’rings
are, of course, molded to
standard sizes and are typi-
cally wused as seals.

Pyrathane® Belts

Pyrathane belts, on the other
hand, are manufactured spe-
cifically to a desired size
which means a customer is
not forced to settle for a
“standard” size which may
not work as well. In addition

New Belt Welding kit Available

Pyramid Inc. recently intro-
duced the Handi-Weld Belt
Welding Kit.

Designed as a prototyping
or maintenance tool the
Handi-Weld Belt welding Kit is
easy to use and allows on the
spot immediate belting needs
to be addressed.

This kit includes everything
needed to create an endless
polyurethane belt but the
extruded Pyrathane round
cord or flat extrusion, which
can, of course, be purchased
from Pyramid Inc..

The camping devise is de-
signed to hold any round
cross sectional material
from .062” (1.57mm)
through .5627(14.27mm).
Any flat extrudate from thick-
nesses of .030”(.76mm)
through .1877(4.75mm) can
also be clamped. The devise
holds these materials in align-
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Belt

and more importantly a
Pyrathane belt is manu-
factured of material that
has been found to be the
very best for drive belt
applications. Material
that will tolerate con-
stant flexing and abra-
sion while at the same
time provide ample ten-
sion to transmit torque
from pulley to pulley.
Material that is tolerant
of not only ozone but
those oils and greases

commonly found in drive
applications. In other words
... Belts Built to be Belts

ment while the ends are be-
ing melted and then allows
the ends to be brought to-
gether and held during cool-
ing while maintaining align-
ment.

The clamp is constructed of
rugged black anodized alumi-
num but is compact enough

to get in around other equip-
ment. Overall clamp length,
including handles, is approxi-
mately 7-1/2”. Thumb screws
allow tool free clamping and
welding.

Included in this kit is a non-

(Continued on page 4)
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Organization

President and CEO

Thomas M. Tripp
Tom@pyramidbelts.com

Executive Vice President
And General Manager

Lee M. Swenson
Lee@pyramidbelts.com

Vice President and
Controller

Susan S. Fortune
Sue@pyramidbelts.com

Sales Manager

Russell Kroneberg
Russ@pyramidbelts.com

Office Supervisor and
Assistant Accountant

Shaun Fortune
Shaun@pyramidbelts.com

Production Manager
Marilyn Butler

Manager of General
Services
Joel Provin

Receptionist and
Secretary
Robin Dungan

Our Goals

You will find our service and deliveries

Welding Kit

(Continued from page 3)

stick heat wand that is preset
to the proper temperature to
achieve the highest quality
weld possible. A set of flush
cut clippers are also included
for removing the flash created
in the welding process.

Welding instructions as well
as a Pyrathane cord price list
complete the kit which is pro-
vided in a conveniently carry-
ing case that can also be
hung on a wall.

Call us for details and pric-
ing.

Phone: 641-792-2405

Fax:

absolutely unbeatable

Things you might not have
known we offer

e Flat belts in thick-
nesses from .030”
thru .187” and
widths up to 1.500”
with unlimited
lengths

e Flat extrudate to the
same thickness and
width parameters

e Round Cord in cross
sectional diameters
from .062”
through .562”"

e Round belts
from .062”
through .562” and in
unlimited lengths

e Any of the above
items can be pro-
duced in black as
well as natural

e Round cross sec-
tions are available
in metric, US or
“O”ring equivalents

e Any of our belts can
be produced in one
of the seven varia-
tion of urethane we
utilize.

e Round or flat, belts
or cord embodying
a UV stabalizer

e Round or flat, belts
or cord that is static
dissapative

e Round or flat, belts
or cord that is resis-
tant to tropical envi-
ronment.

e Connectable belts
in black or natural

641-792-2478

Email sales@pyramidbelts.com




